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                                          COMMON COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 

November 1, 2022 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM by Councilman-at-Large Damico followed 

by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

    

 Present: Councilwoman Luczkowiak, Councilman Bamonto, Councilman Stoyle,   

  Councilwoman Nichols and Councilman-at-Large Damico.  

 

Also, present: Mayor Rosas, City Attorney Morrisroe, City Treasurer Woods, City 

Assessor Munson, City Clerk, Director of Public Works Woodbury, Deputy Director of Public 

Works Przybycien, Fiscal Affairs Officer Beach, Building and Zoning Inspector Gustafson, 

Personnel Administrator Heyden, Director of Development DeJoy, Fire Chief Edwards and 

Police Chief Ortolano.    

 

Certification of the Tuesday, October 18, 2022 Regular Common Council Meeting was 

read by City Clerk Ramos. 

  

RESOLVED:  That the reading of the Tuesday, October 18, 2022 Regular Common 

Council Meeting be dispensed with. 

 

Councilwoman Nichols made a motion to dispense with the minutes. Seconded by 

Councilman Bamonto.  

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

  

Richard Makuch of 747 Deer Street commended the Dunkirk Police Department for the 

raid of a drug house on Washington Avenue, advised due to the No Bail Reform Law issued by 

our New York State Governor the same people are back on the street and in the same house 

raided by the Dunkirk Police Department. Mr. Makuch expressed his concern about the ongoing 

thefts that are occurring at the Walgreen’s Pharmacy, and the dollar store at the Save A lot plaza, 

is it true that Walgreen’s Pharmacy is thinking of leaving due to the thefts, the city has lost a lot 

of businesses and it cannot afford to lose more specifically in the Downtown Area. Mr. Makuch 

inquired why the empty lot across the street from City Hall has not been considered to be 

replaced with a parking lot, advised no stores have been active in the Downtown Business district 

and asked if the clients from the Drug clinic are part of the problem.  

 

Councilman Stoyle advised he had a conversation with the owner of the Save a Lot Plaza, 

and after the conversation Councilman Stoyle reached out to Chief Ortolano to set up a meeting 

with the owner. Councilman Stoyle advised it does directly go back to the clinic, but the 

employees are being told by their bosses to let the them go if it’s not more than several hundreds 

of dollars. Lastly, Councilman Stoyle advised the police blotter has gone up 200% within that 

area.  

 

Mr. Makuch inquired if anyone has approached the clinic.  

 

Chief Ortolano advised they did have a meeting with the owner of the Save a Lot Plaza, 

the head of security and representatives from the clinic, and they did come up with some plans 

that have not been put into place but it will include better security and monitoring. About a month 
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ago the clinic changed transportation companies and that has helped out with issues we have been 

having there.  

 

Mr. Makuch inquired about the calls on the blotter.  

 

Chief Ortolano advised he would have to look into it. 

 

Linda Bradigan of 146 W. Sixth Street two houses from Brigham Road advised she was 

here recently and spoke about three issues, “I’m aware that West Sixth Street is not being paved 

this year, I tried to make that point that it should have been, West Sixth Street is busier than you 

might know.” Secondly, I addressed the poor restoration done by a sub-contractor after the water 

main replacement. Third, “I described the ongoing issues on a neighboring property, it is that 

issue that I want to give time to since I ran out of time before, I know there are more important 

issues that you have to deal with.” Mrs. Bradigan advised, “If you drive down West Sixth street 

you will notice that a majority of the property owners take care of their homes, you will see new 

roofs, new sidewalks, new siding, attractive landscaping, mowed lawns and so forth, we care.” 

Mrs. Bradigan also advised she has had many interactions with the Building and Zoning 

Inspectors regarding the adjacent property at the corner of Sixth Street and Brigham Road. Mrs. 

Bradigan advised they have a van where the back end is covered with ply wood as it probably has 

no license plate, Mrs. Bradigan called the Building and Zoning office about the van and was told 

it had to be moved after 7 days if not it could be towed, but there has to be a company that is 

willing to tow it and also find the money to pay the company to tow it. Mrs. Bradigan also 

inquired about the storage unit that has been there for three years, she was told there is an 

unenforceable ordinance for the current situation, drive by and take a look at the front steps, the 

overgrown shrubbery, the flammables laying around the property. Mrs. Bradigan advised, “I give 

you permission to walk up my driveway to take a peek over the fence at the swimming pool with 

the chartreus water.” Lastly Mrs. Bradigan inquired of the Common Council if it can do whatever 

is a path forward to address these issues and give the Building and Zoning Department ordinances 

with power to help all neighborhoods in the city.  

 

Councilman Bamonto inquired of DPW Director Woodbury if there was a plan for Sixth 

in 2023.  

 

DPW Director Woodbury advised there is a plan for paving in 2023, and also have 

money set aside to do Mrs. Bradigan’s lawn restoration and sidewalk at the same time if that is ok 

with Mrs. Bradigan.  

 

Mrs. Bradigan advised she is not worried about the sidewalk at this time.  

 

DPW Director Woodbury advised that’s fine, the city will fix where there is a gas shut-

off and water shut off and do lawn restoration in that area.  

 

Councilman Bamonto advised Mrs. Bradigan is 100% correct about the street needing to 

be paved.  

 

DPW Director Woodbury advised that is correct, but Plover Street and Robin Street also 

needed to be paved.  

 

Councilman Bamonto inquired of Building and Zoning Inspector Gustafson if anything 

has been done with the van that has been parked there.  
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Building and Zoning Inspector Gustafson advised he is not aware of the situation but will 

go back and talk to the staff in the office to see if anything has been done.  

 

City Attorney Morrisroe advised they are familiar with the property, but the issue is, the 

person living there is living there on a land contract, he is not the actual title holder of the 

property, the title holder is an out of state LLC and the ordinance that is looking to be changed is 

the New York State Constitution. City Attorney Morrisroe advised this is a New York State 

Constitutional long-armed jurisdiction, since the LLC is not a city organization, the Supreme 

Court has the general jurisdiction, where we get a defendant in another state, Dunkirk City court 

as all city courts facing the same issues due to the limited jurisdiction, we can only reach out to 

the ends of the County and the two adjacent counties which means we can’t go after the actual 

property owner unless we change State Law. Lastly, City Attorney Morrisroe advised we have 

put significant pressure on the occupant who is a lessee with an option to buy, he cleans up, and 

then things go back to the same conditions, and unfortunately since we can’t go after the actual 

property owner this will be an ongoing cycle.  

 

Councilwoman Nichols inquired of DPW Director Woodbury if the city could receive 

some assistance from the contractors in getting Sixth Street repaved next year.  

 

DPW Director Woodbury advised he will recommend Sixth Street be added to the 2023 

budget and repaved to Mayor Rosas, there is still work that needs to be done with the water lines 

on Sixth Street and didn’t want to have so many projects going on at the same time.  

 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR INCLUDING DISAPPROVAL MESSAGES: 

 

Mayor Rosas acknowledged all staff members that were involved with the Halloween 

activities held at City Hall on Halloween, hundreds of city residents enjoyed the activities, and it 

was nice to be around all the excited kids.  

  
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC AND PETITIONS: 

 

 

 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:  

 

City Assessor Munson encouraged all Honorably discharged Veteran’s contact the city 

assessor’s office to discuss three different eligibility exemptions as part of National Veteran’s and 

Military Families month.  

 

Councilwoman Luczkowiak inquired of DPW Director Woodbury and Deputy DPW 

Director Przybycien about the project at Wright Park that the Chautauqua County soil and water 

department are completing, inquired of Development Director DeJoy when the striping and 

painting of the pedestrian crossing near the pier would be completed, advised there will be a 

Veteran Flag effort on Thursday, November 3, 2022 at 6:00 PM in the mayor’s conference room 

it will be a program similar to hometown heroes. Lastly, Councilwoman Luczkowiak advised the 

next economic development committee meeting will be Monday, November 7, 2022 at 4:00 PM 

in the mayor’s conference room.  

 

DPW Director Woodbury advised the Chautauqua County Soil and Water conservation 

put this project together and it has been very well received.  
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Deputy Director Przybycien advised it’s a great project, they will be removing all the 

invasive species through there and will be replanting trees, they also will be replacing the culverts 

under the road, and it’s going to look much better.  

 

Development Director DeJoy advised the striping and painting will be done in the next 

couple weeks.  

 

Deputy DPW Director Przybycien advised the striping and painting has been scheduled 

with the company but no date has been established.  

 

Councilman Bamonto inquired of Deputy DPW Director Przybycien about the street 

work on New York Avenue and on Swan Street.  

 

Deputy DPW Przybycien advised that is an ongoing project with Kandy companies, they 

are installing extra valves on the 20-inch main to improve the water and fire protection services in 

the area.  

 

Councilman Stoyle thanked retired officer Mr. Makuch, congratulated Police Chief 

Ortolano and the midnight shift Dunkirk Police Officers for their outstanding work during a 

traffic stop that allegedly lead to a weapon and drugs being removed from the streets.  

 

Councilwoman Nichols inquired of DPW Director Woodbury and Deputy DPW Director 

Przybycien about the dredging happening in Lake Erie, advised Deputy DPW Director 

Przybycien to give an update on the trees that city crews have taken down from Point Gratiot 

Park, advised to given update on the trees with the orange X in neighborhoods where residents 

have written letters but have not been taken down yet and has Kravitz been contacted to do the 

cuttings of the trees that are within power line range, advised the newly constructed gate is up at 

Lucas Avenue, inquired if a date for leaf pick up has been scheduled. Councilwoman Nichols 

inquired if CSX can be contacted to get the viaducts painted. Lastly, Councilwoman Nichols 

advised the Halloween activities held at city hall was a great success and thank you to everyone 

involved.  

 

DPW Director Woodbury advised he doesn’t anticipate the dredging in Lake Erie to take 

any longer than two weeks.  

 

Deputy DPW Director Przybycien advised the parks and streets departments have been 

working together to take down and chop 200 dead trees at Point Gratiot Park, that will continue 

weather permitting, advised Kravitz does have a list of trees, the guys have been working hard 

getting the trees cut down, but as more are cut down more are added to the list, but it will 

continue to get done weather permitting, advised he will speak with DPW Director Woodbury 

and Mayor Rosas regarding the leaf pick up, the plan is to start with bags and barrels followed by 

loose leaf pick up and we advise residents to put them on the curb and not the street as that could 

clog our receivers. Lastly, Deputy DPW Director Przybycien advised he will try to figure 

something out with CSX regarding the viaducts.  

 

DPW Director Woodbury advised he will contact the new track master who the city has 

worked with before to get the work on the viaducts scheduled.  

 

City Clerk Ramos read a letter from the Dunkirk Historical Lights and Veterans Park 

Museum advising the city consider looking for grants to protect Point Gratiot Park, the lighthouse 

grounds and cedar beach from further erosion.  
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City Clerk Ramos advised there will be a Public Hearing on Mayor Rosas proposed 

budget held on November 15, 2022 at 5:15 PM in the Common Council chambers.  

 

Councilman-at-large Damico advised budget review will begin this Saturday, November 

5, 2022 at 10:00 AM, followed by Tuesday, November 8, 2022 and hopes to be finished 

Saturday, November 12, 2022.  

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 
 None. 

 
 PRE-FILED RESOLUTIONS:  

 
RESOLUTION #88-2022 

November 1, 2022 

 

COUNCILMEMBERS NICHOLS, STOYLE & BAMONTO 

 

AUTHORIZING THE AGREEMENT FOR ADVANCED LIFE SUPPORT 

 INTERCEPT SERVICES WCA SERVICES INC. AND THE CITY OF DUNKIRK  

 

WHEREAS, On July 8, 2022, the ability to bill Medicare, Medicaid, 

Commercial Insurances, etc.  for Paramedic Intercept Services ended with a 

change in the laws; and 

  

WHEREAS, ALLSTAR EMS is licensed to provide advanced life support 

emergency medical care to the citizens of Chautauqua and has provided 

Paramedic Intercept Services with the City of Dunkirk’s Fire Department; and    

WHEREAS, to more completely ensure the timely provision of ALS to the 

citizens for whom Department provides emergency medical care, Department 

wishes to have ALSTAR EMS provide Paramedic Intercept services and respond 

to certain emergency calls within the Department's area of operations when 

requested and available; and 

 

WHEREAS, in consideration of the mutual covenants contained in the 

Business and ALS Support Intercept Services Agreements and intending to be 

legally bound, the parties hereby establish an arrangement for the joint provision 

and billing of their basic and advanced life support services on those occasions; 

now, therefore be it  

 

RESOLVED, that this Council authorize the Mayor to execute said Business 

and ALS Support Intercept Services Agreements. 

 

 Carried, all voting aye.  
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RESOLUTION #89-2022 

November 1, 2022 

 

BY: COUNCILMEMBERS BAMONTO & NICHOLS  

 

ACCEPTING GRANT FOR SUMMER BETTER THAN OTHERS CAMP 
(Chautauqua County) 

 

 WHEREAS, the City submitted a request to the County of 

Chautauqua, which through its County Youth Services Bureau has agreed 

to act as a local sponsor for the receipt and disbursement of NYS Office of 

Children & Family Services (“OCFS”) funding; and 

 

 WHEREAS, such application was approved in the amount of Nine 

Thousand Dollars and Zero Cents ($9,000.00); now, therefore, be it 
 

 RESOLVED, that the City accepts NYS Office of Children & Family Services 

funding through the County of Chautauqua, in the amount of Nine Thousand 

Dollars and Zero Cents ($9,000.00) for the City’s Camp Gross Summer Better Than 

Others program and the Mayor and/or Recreation Program Coordinator is hereby 

authorized to execute any and all contracts and related documents with the County 

of Chautauqua to accept and utilize funds; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that such funds be credited as a receivable in Revenue 

Line: 

 

 001.0001.3820.8201  NYS Aid Youth & Family Services 

 

Carried, all voting aye.  

 

 
 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  
 

 
  

 
ADJOURNMENT: 

 

Councilwoman Nichols moved to adjourn. Seconded by Councilman Stoyle 

  

Carried, all voting aye. 

 

 

Adjourned at 6:05 PM                                                          Edwin C. Ramos, City Clerk                   


